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EX E T E R. 



THIS Sermon not reaching the ears ojthofefor 
whom it wot chiefly imentlfd,l have by your Lord^ 
firivs direSlim offered it to their hands, that it W4y 
hoita Glafs not only tojbew them their diftorted faces bui 
iffeSiious breaths, which m^ fix fame ffots on the glafs it 
felf bixtfuch 04 {I dauhtmt) will be eafily w^d, off. I 
have attempted a very diffictdt worjc. The gwerrHm of an 
unruly evil, for at St. James fayes, every land ofbeafts auip.|.r; 
and ferpents have been tamed by man, except the 
Serpent that is within him, the Tonjgue,which no man 
can tame. It was made to be our Ghry, but we generdly 
turn it to our fbame, efpecidly while therewith we feem t9 
blejs God, but curfe and [peak evil of thofe who bear moft 
if his Image, his Magiftrates and Mktiflers, v. p. It it 
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fiill of deadly poyfon, fuch as mever hurts kfs than three 

at onct, the ferjmjhoideredin his good namet iy^Cdumty- 

the perfon that lifleneth to hintj in his Charity, by Preitt- 

diceand evil fur wife s-, and himfelf moji of all hy doinq- 

the Devih-.yoorh in Jlanderinghis. brethren, v. 8. It is a- 

Fire, faith St. James, v. 6. and the vporjf of fires ^ for 

. it iskt oq. fire of hell ^ ( i. e. ) the Dtvil the father 

of lyes -^ Be is that^ god of Contention whiiihfloys thefe 

\ , i'^outefeaus m Mars did hitFriefls tofcatter coals of fire 

inShe Temple and inflame the whole courfe of Nature. Other 

evils may befeen and avoided, but thtr jhaots out arrows 

that fly oiinvifibly inthe^day as imhe darJt :,. it it of. fuch 

a Verfatile and Ftotem-like nature, that no knot can hold 

it, but it defies the LawsofGoi. and man. Our tongues 

are our own, we ought to Ipcak, who is Lord 

over u&? ffal. 12. 

Ifbovid not have erdarved this dijcourfe but. that I per* 
ceiveCalumy.^ it become tm malus genius of the Nation, 
which feems to-be ppffejfed not with a dumb, but a. tdka^ 
tivefpirit, th^at hath turned Religion into, lying, and flan-* 
daring. And fuch. mens Religion ^ St. James affures mt, 
is v^in, ch. . 1 . 2 6.. 'Tis lih. that, wherewith the. Votaries 
of Mercury did worfljip., him by fajiingflmes at hit Iman: 
Qittp. J. ^^ murdering^ their brethren in Effigjc. Our ApoftU 
M. difcffvers the root ofthii evil to be a hitter zeal, or. envy t 
iug and flrifein the heart : theblifteringof theiongut 
iicaufed by an ulcerouf heart : and.'titfrm within out ot 

the 
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the heart that all thefe imfurities do proceed. Wherefore 
according to our Saviours methody I have endeavoured to 
chanfefrfl that which is withinr andtofuffrefi the firfi 
motions of murmuring and difconttnt^ hy applying the 
Jenitives^of^i^treafonand Chrijiian Jleligion which 
teacheth Uf tomvf a meek and calm^ a cool and quiit 
Spirit-, to do our own bufinefii and be content with fuch 
things as wehave^ and not to parrel at the providences 
of God and the Adminijiration ^f publick affairs. 

But now men^are grown prefutnptuous, lelf- willed, 
they are not afraid to- (peak evil of dignities 
and things which they undcrftand not, 2 Fet. 2.10. 
They are not afraid to infinuate as if the Kingfavoured 
the Phtr which hath beeip declared to be againjl Hk 
Majefiies perfon^ and the EJiabli/hed ^^eligion: They 
qtforrel the Succejfion, and would put > by the true and 
undoubted Heir. They injtnuate that His Majejly ir 
no friend to Parbaments^ and would H^uk w by an 
Mbitrary power. And as to the Church 0/ Engknd, 
they accvfe it for declining apace to Popetyy and approving 
Popijby Socinian and Pelagian DoRrineSj as Lewes 
du Moulin, and the Author of the Celeuf ma ; when 
it is confiffed by foreign Divines^ that it is the-greateft 
fence againfi thofi pemiciour errors. T^ty tmk as if 
the church Govermurs were mere Thcrnsj and the ifh 
firuments of the- Devils exercifing Tyranny oftd Ot^ 
frejjion^ whereas th^^ termes of Conformity^ as ^ to tke 

people^: 
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feosUy are confeffei fo bt mwh more ftditt thai ever 
they were fince the firft 'Reformation, And. in truth 
the Inddgence granted to fuch men hath deflroyed 
more by looo to one, than that which they call oerfe- 
cution (i.e.) the execution of good laws, T^ey tell the 
People of an utter in^ojfibili^ of Cotforming to the Chureh 
0/ England) hecaufe of mar^ heimu/ fim m that Con- 
formity ^ ( Baxters Flea for peace, ) and that the Con- 
formijis are generally guiby of Perjury, Aid thefe 
btttis aredifferfedthrougi the Nation, and greedily fwtd- 
lowed hy the Creduhur people who confidar not what 
deadly hooks are under them. And how great a matter 
a little of fuch wild fire iindleth^. Againft dtefe ftdfe 
fu^efiions and dat^erous murmurings, the enfuing dif- 
courfe is imended. 

The Periians were wont to ohferve an Anniverfary 
Fefiival which they called the death of Vices ; and as 
an Embleme thereof, they dejlroyed as many Serpems 
as they found in the Land, I could not devife how to 
celebrate this happy Fefiival better than by endeavour- 
ing the mortification of thofe murmuring and difcon- 
tented lAces which were the caufe if our former troubles, 
and reduced us to fo low a condition, that none but Gods 
own. hand could deliver us, as with all thankfulnefs we 
achowledge. But as Eanfays, ch. p. 13. If after 
all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, for. 
which God hath piinifhed us lefs than we de- 

fervc, 
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icrve^ and hath given us fuch deliverance as this, 
we (hould again break his Commandments, and 
neither fear wn fer bis Judgments j nor obey him for hit 
clemency, kut continue to he as our Fadjers were, a mur- 
muring attd rebellious generation, may tm our God be 
juflly angry with US) till he have confumned us 
fo that there be no remnant noir eicaping ? May 
we not fear that he will deal with us as he did with the 
murmuring Ifraelites, who for forty yetars together 
under the various and miraculous di^nfations cf mercies 
and judgments fo grieved his Holy Spirit that he Swore 
in his wrath m£y Aioald never into his reft ? 
Pfal. 9 jr. Ourfms have really hrot^ht us to that brink 
of definition which our guilty fears mah us to appre- 
hend with horror, and yet we flrive vrith all our might 
to caft each other into that gulf which like an open Se-^ 
pulchre is prepared tofwallow us all. Archimedes 
is faid to have invented fuch an Engine, as if he could 
have* found where to fix it, he wmd have undertaken 
by it to remove the Globe of the Earth out of its place. 
this Engine fome Mathematicians fuppofe to have been 
a Screw ; which loft invention, fome of owr Age have 
recovered. And if mde-amtemed fpiriis be permitted to 
infinuate to the hearts of the credulous people, their fears 
and jeahufies, their lyes and flanders, their murmur- 
ings and difcoment, they would in a ftkirt time remove 
the well Eflahli/Bed Foundations cf Church and State. 
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The God of Peace, Unity and Omord who flilleth the 
raging of the Seaj dlay the madmfi of fuch feopk 
" And gi-ve us all that .peace which the world cattnot 
« live ; that our hearts may be fet to obey his Com- 
^'man'dmentsy and alfo that by him we beirg. defended 
'^ from the fear of our enemies, may fafs our time in 
<• rtji and fuetnefi, through the merits ofjefus Chrift ow 
"Saviottr* 

I 

So daily prayeth 

Your Lordfhips moil Huml^le 

and Obliged Servant, 



THO. LONQ. 



, S. 
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Ecclefiaftes yiu lo. 

Say not thou, what is the caufe that the for^ 
mer days voere better than thefe ? For 
thou dojl not inquire rpifely concerningthis, 

THERE is nothing wanting to complete the 
Solemnity of this Day, or indeed the happinefs 
of the Whole Nation^ befides Thankrul and 
Obedient hearts to God and the King, for the 
many incomparable bleflings which under them we now 
enjoy. That character which the KOf al Prophet gives, 
TfaL 144. of a bleffed people J agrees well with us: for 
firft, ( which is the foundation of all ) we have the Lord 
to hei^ar Godj v. laft. And our God hzih given Sdh^tion 
to our Khgj ven 10. He hath delpvered David kii Servant 
from the peril of the Sword. And again, be hath delivered 
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eyf Sermm preached 

him from the bdnd pffirdM^e childrenr n^hcff mPMtb jfedhifh 
(f vMUjh dml thdir HgSfihmd^ ^ right htndrffK^mi. 
And now out Sons grm uf asj^ung fUntSy and mr idugh^ 
ters are gs the foli(bed ci^ners of the Temple^ our Garners 
sLrefulk Affording sIlmMner^ffiore ; our Sheep bring forth 
fAoufdndj Mdten tbonfrnds in^ur ftreitsj^here ,U4$^ £c^(<^ 
%tibAf) n^leaihg utio Csf^ivitj. Only we cannot firy« 
tkire\is >s0>4ompUining in W ftreets. This (an ly eth fts ati^ 
indeleble reproach upon our Nation. We Englifi-meri 
never know when we are weU. Bttt what (hall we fay ? 
whenthe^ mod ptofDerpus raign of Peao6able Solomon 
was difturiitd witli me Nitir Autings of Male-contents, 
k is no ^oodct if it be lb with us. E veiry eir is filled* 
with the hiflihg of fuch SeroentSi and the noife which* 
they make, among the 'iFhicKecs of the people ; but it 
will require the wifdook of SpUmon to ebarm them ; aiid 
he didit-foefieii^ually, that though they did (bnie tims 
hi&at bimi vet. they could never^^hurt bimt for theib 
was peace all the ojaiys of Solomon. And that it (nay 
4»efo wltkust 1 flali foUow «he ffltthod pcefdribed in . 
tfaei Text, wher^ 

Firflij We. bare a Royal Prohtbicioa, N't tUcdt^.fdy 

mtt thou. 

Sccoadljr, \Ve have^the .fin defcribed agtioft which 
the Prohibition lyeth* which by confent of the beft Ex- 
pofitors is « murmuciog. and repining at the pre- 
lent DiQ>ea(kieiis of God> and the Adnunifiratioo: of 
pjubUckafikiisb]U)ur Governors. 

Thirdly, We nave the fecrct and fubtile pretences 
•1^ which it iofinuatesitrelf.to the beans of the people^ 
}^h*t it th( cMtfe f and a falfe and odious comparil^ be- 
t ween the former and the prcfent times^. Jhe fwmtv 
timtsvHft better, tbun. thefe* 

And 
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And Founhtyi The foil/ and impiety of fuch iccrct 
and mifchievotts AftSy Tm* dofi m/ inf^ire mftfy com^ 
4irnimg this. 



Firft, Of the Royal Prohitutioni SM^notthmj that is. 
Though jrou queftvM the King's Preregativei yet quar- 
rel not with the Prerogative of God by whom Kings 
Reign wd Princes decree judgment ; as if he did not kt 
fit Governours over usi or did not ftill retain a power 
over chem,wtK>hath the hearts of all Kings in his hands* 
and diiporech of them to his own wife and gracious ends 
either tor the punifliiment or profperity of a Nation : If 
t^ former days were better, it was God*s will to have 
them fo ; andthe prefeat are not (b bad, but we by our 
ingratitude de&rve to have them worfe : If we will not 
fubmit to ScUm^ns rod, God may fend a Keh^bojim 
tochaftife us with Scorpions. Know therefore that this 
fin doth not terminate in the perfons or government 
of our Princes, but invades the Throne of God h as Mofes 
told the IpTAiUteSj y§w niufmwring is »$» agginfi ms^ ^^ v 
Mgsiinfttbe L$ri. And therefore Salomon ftrifces a blow 
tc the root of thisfiut the ntAicds is nt Jicm cwdc^ ad- 
mit not a dticontented thought : for as where the Ser- 
pent gets in his head, heeafily skrews in his whole bo^^ 
dyi to where the heart is fowred with a little of this 
Leaven, it ferments and envenometh the whole man» 
infeds the neighbourhood and trOubleth the whole Na* 
tion. SuUtnsm expounds the ne dicasin the Text, by ne 
m$ledisas, ch. 1 0.2o. for to murmur is fecretl maiedicere ; 
and we are nottofpeakevilof the Rulers of the people 
nr in Ccmjciesstii^ not under a pretence of Confcience 5 
becaufe we muft fubmit for Cenfcienoe-fake ; we may 
not do it ia fcientU,not fpeak the evil we know by them. 
It is not (it to fay 4:0 a King th$t$ srt wicked. Much lefs ^34a^. 

B z maift 
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maift thou do it in c0»cUvikus among thy Confidents, in 
private meetings. It is probably conjeid^ured that Sok^ 
won had refpeifl to JerohoAm and his confederates, i Khgt 
12, 26. Dixit corde. He [did in his hcdrt^ novp /ball the 
kingdom return to the houfe of David. He had learnt by 
Shimets puniihment not to rail or confpiTe openly again^ 
the King, but contrived fecretly 5 for though it be (aid 
that he lift up his hand againft the King,it was not in open 
rebellion, for there was no war in Solomon^s days ; < but 
the phrafc fignifyeth, juramento[e obiigavitj he and his 
confederates entred into a Covenant ^againft the King, 
the mifchievous efFe(as whereof though they were fup- 
preft by the wifdom oi Solomon all bis days, yet they 
brake out in the days of his Succeflbr^ and they com- 
plain even of Solomon himfelf, Ihy father made our 
joke grieifOHSy i Kings 1 2. 4. Now therefore make thon 
thtgrievoHsferviceoj thy father^ and his heavy yoke vfhieh 
hepntuponusjighter; And yet we read not of any coo-» 
tributlon except for the building of Gods houfe, or the 
neceflary fupport of his own, to both which the people 
for the moft part offered willingly. Neverthdefs this gra- 
cious and peaceable Prince had many enemies who hated 
him, as Davids enemies did without a caufe. They ac* 
ti^fiss 1. fenowledged that God as well as his father defigned him 
for the Crowni and fetled it on hi^ head againft all oppo-^ 
fit ion, for Jdonijah ufurped the kingdom^ Jhiathar^Joah 
and shimei abetted the Ufurpation^and were all defeated; 
God appearing for Solomon not once or twice for the pre-^ 
fer vation of him from^ fuch enemies, was a daily miracle; 
'Rut Jerohan/y Solomons krvznfwhom he had preferred 
and greatly honoured, was his moft: dangerous and im- 
placable enemy who filled the peoples hearts with fears 
and jcaloufies, and their mouths with complaints of his 
Government ; and very induftrious he was to find out 

fome 
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ibme real caufe for his complaiots, but finding nohe^ he 
could only keep the people alarmed Math the feditious 
Queries in: the Text, wir^/ is the caufe I 

This being the Sin forbidden in the Text I (hall aggra- 
vate it^ I. From the Caufes, x. From the Effe(3S of it. 

I. The CdHfe in general is the lujis of men. Su S.Jnde ^^ ^^. 
defcribes jW/»r^i^r^ri to be fuch as walk after their orpn malignity 
Ufisi ver. 16. For when men are refolved to enjoy their ^»*«»^»^ 
luftsythey will indure no reftraint from God or man, be ^nm, ^ 
their laws never fo eafie or equal : every one of them r^^^ 
hath the mind of an Emperor, to Hve above the Laws^^^JJ^ 
tliemfelvesy and to make their will a Law to others. Tacitus.* 
And hence it is that they would heap upGovernours to 
themfelves as they heap up Teachers, or rather ufurp 
boththofe Offices to themfelves^ that it might be with 
them as when there was no King in Ifraetj every one 
might do what feemeth^ood in his own eyes. 6. Jude 
"v. \6. calls them iJLt\L\i\kfi\^ij complainers of their pre- 
ient condition, as too narrow and uneafie for their great 
Souls, which they think fit and able Intelligences to in- 
form the higheft orbs of Magiftracy and Miniftry. 

%. Jrijiotle fays it proceeds from felf love, and a fond 
conceitot our own parb and merits, for no man thinks 
too highly of himfelf but he thinks too meanly of others- 
/ am Hot as other men^ fays the Pharifee, nor as this fub- 
lie an. Some refpe^^ fuch a perfon is content to allow the 
Worthies of former ages* who are removed out of hi* 
his way^ and cannot rival him in his defigns. . 

Sed nifi qas terrisfemotafuifque 
Ttemporihuiiiefun£fa videt^ fafiidit (jr odit. 
Tf virtue it felf were incarnate anK)ng fuch, they would 
look on her with an evil eye. The Pharijees feemed much 
affe^fted with the Sufferings of the ancient Prophets, 
when at the fame, time they perfecuted the Son of God 
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by whom chcjr were all mfpired. So the Poetafters m 
Virgi/j agCypublickly read the htrfh Poems ofJ&vmM^de- 
fpifing him whom all ages fince havedefervedly admired* 
And on this acooanc Jer^hum and the 'Maleconteots ia 
faisditys magnified themfelves as if they were thofe Li- 
lies ot the fieldi to one of which S^Umpj^in all bis glory 
was not to be compared. There is fcarce a Potlheid 
though newly taken from the earth, though empty and 
crazy, but it it be not prefently gilded over and made a 
veffel of honour^ is ready to expoftulate with the Potter, 
why haft thou made me thus i 

5. This bumor proceeds not only from a mans Tup- 
pofed worthy but from his real weaknefs. It b imMenr 
tUffiritms^ the want of power to govern our own Ipirits 
that makes us impatient of the government of others. 
The (halloweft rivers run with the greateft noi(e. And in 
all nature the weaktft things are mott querulous and un- 
governable. Children will be frowardi as well full as 
fafting ; the weaknefs of their reafon and judgment 
makes their defires and paffions (b extravagant and impe- 
tuous. The Olive and the Vine can content themfel ves 
with their own fatnefs, and the good man is fatisfied 
from himfelf. As CincinnsiMs and the worthies of old 
Komiy who coujd command as Generals in the Camp^ 
and advi(e as Oracles in the Senate ; and when their 
Countrey wtsfafe^ return again to their little Cottages 
and the Plough. It is the fpiny bramble that is al way 
afpiring and in perpetual motion until it kindle a fire to 
confume it felf and the Cedars in LehAmn^ f^^g^^ 9* 15* 

4. Another ingredient is guiltinefs, which always 
makes men jeak)us and fufpicious, efpecially of fuch as 
are in Authority. And as gurlt caufeth fear, (b fear pre- 
duceth hatred (n thofe whom they have offended ( i.e. ) 
the Legiflacors^ whom not being able to pppofe by force, 

they 
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Utef ktk to undsffflioe by fraud add kctct pridices : 
Asfodwniidb&dorsthfttafe purfuedjoyo tbera^lves ta 
tiie purfkers, and by Calfe fuggeftions and Aibtle iaGnxutr 
tions raife ruTpicion oa others to deer themfehes. The 
noftguikyafe moft clamorous aod complain ^rA, and 
feign tfaerafeives inoft diligsttt agaioft the eWls of the 
tines, irbfcfa they therofelves have caufed and continued. 
What is tdieCauTcfay tbey.of the prdem troubles? when 
diey and tdistir fathers houfe are thofe that ti ouUe our Ifr^ 
el^mudb brnigs u^toftfecond Aggravation of this Sin : 
X. The nurcfaievotts£/^£f« of it ; for x: as ^.Pm/ tells 
tis> z fim^ J. >* when mot dre lovers of tbemffhesy ewe 
tMUt btafars, frtuik d^^dieiutoftrents,ttmit*nkf»ly&c^. 
then ferilUm tima fiult' erne, Hocbing dotfa^ more por- 
tend the di^teafure of God agaioil a Natton, than when 
be permits popdar clamours and tumults to' invade the : 

enblidc- authority, and this contumacy ef thole that 
reak the laws* to outbrave the courage of thole tha&' 
fliould execute them. 

%, St. FMmlisSh usof another eHRsd, FbiLz. 14. where 
Hbjoynsmunonrhigsanddirputing^ Such men'are ever 
more ready tocen(ure and oontroUthan-toobcy thehiw»^ 
of their Superiours. They are iiarting of Icruples and: 
queries not fa m uch ta&tisfie themfel ves, being relbl vcd 
nevertobefattsfied, as to diBarad others: koizsPHny 
oblerves of the Scorpioni that hisdoth (medtttrivM/at- 
r* ) dart forth his ningon every motion of his body, . 
left any occaiioa of doing milchief fliould be omitted ; . 
htfi nm-dtiiptA meuifftt mortbm effet : . In all (companies, . 
upon every occafionwmeoien fhew their difcontent by>< 
fowrelookisandfullenbehaviouiis, their envj^ous-grndg-.. 
ings and 'viadi<5tivB groans Their Falling when they^ 
flioukl fisaft, and rejoycing when they fhoukl mounii. 
Condemning theLawswhiditbey fliould obeyf do ma*^- 
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nifcft that the fpirk by which they live and breath is a 
i^irit of Contradiaion. » The rude people ( Jajs the. 
^^ ioyd Martyr in his. ck oftunmhs) are taught firftta 
» Petition, then to Proteft, then to DiiSaie, then to 
» Command. This was the method ufed in 45, as it is 
left on record in the Preface to the Covenant. — " After 
>' other means of SupplicationSi Remonftrances, Pro- 
» teftations, ^c. Now atlaft we enter into a Solemn 
'' League and Covenant. And by this method the late 
' Tumults in ScotUnd commenced into a Rebellion. They 
fow the Seeds of Sedition in private meetings, thence 
liTue Petitions^ Remonftrances, and at laft the Convea- 
ticiers appear iti armed companies and declare for the 
Covenant againft the Oath of Supremacy, and the 
Kings ufurped power' in Ecclefiaftical affairs^ and con- 
demn the obfervation of the z^th of Mr/ as Superftiti* 
ous. And too many in EngUnd were on Tiptoe to have 
danced after this Scotch Pipe. And fo we come, 

J. Tothe/iiy? effediof thefe murmurings, which M^ 
/^'i hath obfervcd, tiumkij.io. where he exprefly calls 
chemK^^i>. And we all know that murmurings were 
thofe winds which blew up and fcattered thofe coals of 
jcaloufie which kept the whole Nation in a flame twenty 
years togethen and now threaten a new Conflagration. 
For as the Learned Verulam obrerves> there is only this 
difference between feditious murmurings and feditious 
tumults, that the one is the Brother and the other the 
Sifter; Tumults and Seditions are more mafculine, but 
Murmurings as malicious. Which the Ancients have in- 
genioufly defcribed in the Fable of the Giants which the 
earth brought forth, who for warring againft the gods; 
were fmiiten with Thunderbolts, ^nd to revenge their 
death, the Earth laboured again, and brought forth 
Fame. The Moral is this : The Common people are that 

Earth 
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Earth who oppofiog their Governours were fubdued by 
force of Arms 5 but to be avenged of them they brought 
forth Fame, (i.e.) Seditious reports and flanders, 
which had fuch Tecret motions and fubtle evafions that 
the gods themfelves (/• e. ) their Governors could not 
filence them. Which is the third thing propofed, the 
fubtle pretences by which this luft infinuates it felf» what 
is the ed/^fff &c. 

As if they had faid : The preient times are much dege- 
nerated from the former, and are dill growing worle, 
Atheifm is increafed and Godlinefs difcouraged, vile per- 
fons are exalted and fuch as are truly honourable defpifed^ 
and there are few or none that are valiant for the truth, 
or fiiew their zeal for the Lord of Hods. In former times 
men were more z^ive for Reformation of abufes both in 
Church and Srate> there wanted not fome that would 
t^l King Dtfi;/^ his faults to bisface^ and accufehimfor 
a man of bloud ; and if he feemed not to hear the Curfes 
of Shimei, there was a sheha to blow a Trumpet and pro- ^ 
claim. Every man to his tents ^ O Ifraei. Nay there ^^\^^ 
zn Jchitophel whofc Counk] was efteemed as an Oracle '^'* 
of God, that prevailed with Abfalomto undertake to re- %sm.x€^ 
drefs the Grievances of the people, and thefe made their '^ 

Earty ftrong enough to drive the King out of all his ftrong 
olds> and chale him not only from one mountain to ano- 
ther, but from one Kingdom to another^ and at laft to 

bind the King himfeif in chains^ and his Nobles in fetters 
of Iron. And this honour had thofe ancient Saints. 

And as for Church Reformation we have the Ex- 
amples of thofe Godly zealots that publickly protefted 
againft thofe Superftitious Vanities and heatheniih cu- 
floms\which Ddvid wou\d have joy ned to the Worfliip 
of God> fuch ashrs bowing and dancing before the Ark>^ 
his appointing feveral Orders of Priefts and Levi^es with 
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VbcaC 4fid Inftrumenra^i inufick for the S^itvice Of tfie 
Temple, who were- to pwife Go4 wul| thp Pftlccry and 

Harp^ s^nd to Jl and every wfirnhg avdevfMhgUfrAffl^God, 
for his mercy endur-eth for ever ^ iChrort.zi.y). And as 
j-j for the coftly ornaments, the veflels of C?oId and Silvei» 
*SS the Painted and Carved works, there wc» th©fc that 
brake them down with Axes and Hammers^ and took 
to themfelves the Houfes of God in pofleffiooj yea thej 
propagated a more fimple and purer WWbip, fuch as- 
that ofjeroifoam v^bq brought tbeifT* ho)i4)9ld-geds u^ 
their doors^and fet up Calves zf. Daf$vad hethely loaking^ 
Priefts of the meaneft of the people, who wcr^ conteo- 
eed with the ffeewill Oiferiogs of their Btethron. 

But now though this liberty of Cooici^ce be denyed^ 
lis, and King S(?/p/w^;9 hath eflablifhed by a Lav aU that 
V^vid intended ; though he have buik ^nd boautified 
the l^emple^i and obligath us to that publickpiace^ 
jf. ^^.6. Worfiup, and enjpyns us to Woribip and faUdoiwn and 
kneel as if God were there prefent : Though herequires^ 
an Uniforniity to all thofe Forms of Prayer and ThanUV 
giviiig which were compofed by Ddwd^ and JfrfJIr^ 
2 Chrdn.%9. jo.and to joyn withJhfLevues^p^ick rpere the 
singers^ leing drayed in rohite lifnicn^ hf^g Cymttdls^. 
Pfaiuries, Md Harps, to^ make ont fiimd /> Fraifing amd 
Vjdnking the Lor 4^ zChron. 5* ^^. Yea though S^/^Mrm 

doftint the Spirit of prayer in Gods.Minifters^ and for^ 

Ecdifut ^^^^ '^^^ ^ ber4/'i& ivith their momrhs, znd.toUttbek^ 
tongue I be hafij to utter d»y thing before thf hord^ as if 

oiir. extemporary prayers were the Sacrifices, of fools * 
yet may we not complain or fo much as Petition againft 
thefe grievous impoution^. Nay whatis yet worfe# wc^ 
are required to renounce the Yqw at nebrvn^ tnd the 
Sqlejiinl^aeue which ^«rd^^#«^.a(^ h^godly party teofe 
^ith hands uftejd[u|i)to.h^g^ve%^ «Afli9ft«adQfthe Vow 
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ttf'Ciod^ weaif6tolcl w6 muft keep the Kings command 

and that w reg4rd ^4he pdtb p/God, ckS. 2. And we 
fhiM): aHb deblarc that dgahfi the King there is no rifing Pro.io.ii 
ufj tipoil any pretence whatfoeveir, hdr dgainft fuch 
tsarecbmraiflioined by him; but ifthejpirit i/fubordi- 
date iiHiers rife up dgkiuft tUj t0e fhaj net go out of .our ecc\.\k>\^ 
fkctt^ norftir beyond our private caliirigs and cipaci- 
tie J, but/^iir GU Mithe Kt^gj and not meddti mth theni 2fo.%\M^ 
that Are given ttf ihunge^ thbugh It be for a thbrdw Re- 
foifniiatton. < And ifl a word; SotohioH wotid put fuch a 
;ag in our moutfis that we may not fo much as demands 

Vhdt is the cdaft iitdf the former dip n^ere better thsn 
theffi 

But I htt6 (aved thefe men the kbdur id {umming 
up atl the Caufes of the pretended evils of their times ; 
and^how fVivoknis theyare^ a:ppea'rs evidently by this> 
that Ddvid appointed nothing for the publick Worfhip - 
G^Godbutwnart he gracioufly Accepted. And all that 
SoUmon rnjbyned was immediately dire^ed by the ^pint 
of God, 9fld ftaVids recorded in the Moly Scriptures as ge- 
nerai rules to be obferved in the publick Worihip of 
God to all fucceeding ages. 

Solomon well kney that the evils in his days were 
craufed'hy the Complaints' of thofc malicious men who 
were enemies to his Fathers Government as well as his 
own-, that they intended to bring his Peribrt and Govern- 
ment into contempt, and minded not the redrefs of 
poblick grievances as much as of their private fortunes : 
and if the times were evil, they took a dire(^ courle to 
make them worfe, by endeavouring to overthrow all 
thofe ConftitUtions which hothSoiomon and his hthGrDd- 
vid hzd well efbbliflied.He knew that if thefe Male-ccui' 
tents werie^ peirtnitted to ibw' thefe feeds of Rebellion; 
they wouSd like 1^4 Dfagons teeth (owed by Cddmits' 
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&ring up into Armed men that would defiroy theic Brcr 
ttircn. 

God forbid that we fliould be infenfible of our own. 
fins, or of the tokens of Gods wrath that are upon u$«k 
That our Religion (hould be as Sica of old whom no nua 
cared for, or that we fhould fuffer our felves to be led 
into Captivity as we were brought out of it, as men in 
^ ^ * t dream« It is our Intereft as well as our duty to mourn 
for other mens fins as well as our own, but we (hould 
do thit in fec^t^ and take hfied that under a pretence of 
reproving their fins wedo not pour out reproach on thcit 
perfons and go vernment^and by fuch art To fpread abi oad 
their infirmities as to make a cloak for our own iniqui- 
ties. We may alfo be infirumental in a reformation^ 
but we (hould begin it at the right end. our own wick- 
ed heai'ts and lives, and not at the Heads of our Su-^ 
periors; to complain that the days are evil> with a de- 
fi^n by fuch complaints to make them worfe h t6 fearch. 
alter remote and fecret cau(es> and overlook thofe that, 
are fo near and obvious in our own bofbms, and with 

i.iC«^ theHarJotin 5(?^>»^/i having overlayed her own child. 
$.19. to accufe a tender mother, and feek to deprive her of 
her living childi. is a fiibtle defign, but fuch as could 
not fiand the Tefl: of Solomw ; and a greater than Solo-- 
mon will judge fuch men... 

It was obferved by the Royal Miirtyr, that whoever, 
intended to bring forth confu(ion in a Church or State* 
have ufed the Midwifry of complaints and tumults* 
By this Artifice AbffUm ftqle the hearts of th? people, 
froni his Father Ddvid, See thycaufe is rights hut there is 
no man deputed of the King to do theejufiicey z Sam. i J. . J, . 
when the defign was, Q that I voere judge in IfraeL And . 
to facilitate his defign he remembreth his Vow at He- 
• i^o^y that under pretence of Piety to. God he might, 

ftreogtfh 



ftiren^then his partj and the more impunery caft^ dfhis 
obedience to his Father. By the like art Jeroboam had 
iloln the hearts of SoUmonsS\xh]tGts^ and made a great 
part of I ft Act to (in with him. For though the founda- 
tions of Solomons Governmeot were fuch as might have 
nade all Ifrsel as firm as Mount Sion which could not 
be moved, though ia his days there was a confluence of 
all thofe bleflings whereof one op two might havejnade 
another Nation happy ; yet by their whining murmur- 
iogs and reftlefs complaints of heavy yoaksi and ap 
proachiag Idolatry^ of the hainous fins and imminent 
dangers of the Nat ion j they did (td$§$um m/i ) fail but 
a little of fubverting the whole frame of the beft eftar* 
bliflied Government in the world 

But SohmM had a jealous ear which heard all thefe 
tliingSyand'was aflifted with more than humane pru^ 
dence and powei^ to fupprefs them. He crofbeth this 
Cockatrice in the. Egg, and difco vers the folly and im-- 
piety of it. "thorn do ft not inquire wifely, ^c. which brings 
us to thelaflr^part of the Tcict, non exfafkntiL Witty, 
men there migh t^ be among fuch ( ingeniofi in^ainm fuhti^ 
arm) but they were neither wife nor good men in the fence 
oi Solomon. For whether by wifdom we underfhnd moral * 
prudence>or (^ moft Bxpolhors) true piety and the fear of 
God,they who thus cauflefly murmured againft the King^. 
had neither,they aded both againft Reafon and Religion.^ 

Firft againft Reafon. For what is more irrational^^ 
than folicitoufly to enquire after the caufes of thofe 
things that are not ? They might as well ask why the - 
Sun had loft its lights or the foundations of the earth^ 
were removed, which were as true as that the former 
days were better than thofe of Solomon ; which will^ 
appear by a (hort view of the Church and State of i/- 
i:4r/la the.days.of Solomon. For. i. l» riches df^d mfdon^ 
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Solomon M faded d& the Kiffgs of the edrth thit f^m ke^ 
firf hWi I Kiifgs 10. 27. The VefTels and Uteolils of 
Cods Houfe (S well as the Kings were of beaten Gold, 

* for GolAw^mcommof0 4^filvery Mdjihc^ ds theJlonegSM 
the firetts of Jerufalem^ iKif^gs^^xZ. And his Royal 
Navy commanded the Trade of the world, and kept 
his Excl^quer always full and running over, briogins 
tKHxm 666 Talents of Gold at a time, beGctes the rich 
merchaodise froin fjre and £<g//'< There Mraa alfo a 
^neral peacn to injoy this great pienty, for Selmom was 
inthis a Type of Chrifti there was neither zdwcrfuy 
fKH c vU OGCMrreneei i Ki^gs 4, but all JmJU&zoA Ifrsel 
V^hiclpi made ja proy of each other ia the days of D^d^ 
were united and dwelt ftfefy evtry mme tmder his ema 
Vin€f dndundet his own f^tree fnm Dan te Beerflieba» 
there was a general and perpetual peace ail the dayes. of 
^olomoHj ver.x %. Which peace was the more admirable 
beqaiUi^thatthoMgl) Jdonijdk h^d ufurped the Kingidoot 
and (bengthned himfelf by the heads of divers fadioiis, 
Jokl^ sM^ong the fouldier^and Miathur among the Priefts» 
and Shimei chief of the Benjamifes ; yet was he fetled 
on his Fathers Throne without fheddingof bloudor any 
oppofit i^n. His. League alfo wi th Birjtm defer ves a re- 
marki being, a friend to the True Religion^ and the 
mod; potient andskilful in Sea-aHatrs. But what is. efpr*' 
cially to be. noted isi that all &hefe bleflings were con- 

X ^1191 firmed to him by a promife from God for his father 

II. u. VMidsf^e, 

(^ z. His clemency did adorn hiipeace, for he pardon* 
ed fuchoftenders as could obtain pardon from tlKmfelves: 
ifi^//4^ that had. ufurped.the Kingdom, and Jir4^ that 
had bgrbaroufly flain i^^Mf and: jtmapt Captains of hi9 
Fathers Hoftw and Al^tAthdr z. revolted Prieft diat had 
ilrengthned theJiandsof the Ufurper> asui &&^Mr^ al(a 

who 
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w&o having got tht upper ground of Dsvid Tpithis ye* 
Aoroe in his Royal fac^> reviling him {mMUdUSime 
fiffti ) wich all the virulence he could » z Sam. 16. 7. 

Yet ^ His clcmencjr was feafenedwkhjuftice which 
was infli(^d on incorrigibfe o&aders without tieCpe£t 
0f perfbns^ high and low> natives attdftraagers^ parti- 
cularly on Sbimei for that horrid fad^ on the perfon of 
his ^thttr wbem^ be commaaded to be flain by the hand 
of BMdUky and the kiogdom was thereby eftabltflied is 
th^ hand^f SoUmpm. 

' 4. His Maxinfies of Government were of infalUbbr 
ami eternal verity^ fiacb as tbefe : Meny snd trnth /r#- 
ferwtbe Khg^Mndb; rigbuvufnefs fidH kk thrme he tfis- ^•^••** 
U^d.. 'bis:fke hMmr of 4 Kn^ u fearcb 00$ s mutter^ p^^ ^^^^^ 
l^^bi mifHifude cfC^m^felUrs tikrc itfiAtt ;. 'Rut where it. i^ 
9f$ otimfriiSft^epf^le fMlLBjghteeufmefs exdteth # Natien^ 
but fin is arefroach n sny people, ¥nf. 14* J 4, . 

* And ills mea weie fmted to bis Maxims^ men^ o§ 
gravity and experience, of prudence^ piety and mode- 
ration, fuchas would ha^e feoured the Crown to £rA^ 
boMM^ had he notrtjeded them and indioed to greener 
htads that were brought up with him. A 11 tbefe bleflifig». 
he difpenied with great wifdom^iiaving a heart as capa- 
cious as the fand^on the Sea- (bore. Which wifdom he 
acquired' partly by giving his heart to it^ but it was^ 
per fe^d by the gift of God. This made his face to ^ina 
fo as heattraded the admiration of allithe.Kings of tho 
Earth, and the Qj^" ^^ the South came from far^o bc^ 
an Earwhnefs'of it, and envyed^tbehappinefs of his 
Subje&s;. This wiidombe. demomftrated to be bettevr 
thandrength by fupprefiingftiriieaadbontemioo! in the 
firft rifeof it. He carefully obferved all the motion^.ofi^ 
the people, and neglofted not in times of peace tomake* 
j^iovifiMifos war. He badana^iy fktified Citioi^.and' 
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40000 ftatis for the horfes of his Chariots, and 46060 
horfe^ and his people were as the fand as for number. 
Notwithftanding ail this preparation of Chariots and 
horfes Solomon knew that Salvation was of the Lord. 
And that he might obuin the Lord of hofts to fight for 
him, he eftablimed the publicic Worfliip of God through- 
out all his Dominions. This made the Crown on Hoto* 
mons head more fplendid than that wherewith his mo- 
ther crowned him in the day of his Efpoufals. How 
could he flrengthen himfelf more than by making the 
building of Gods houfe the foundation of his own ? 
Now whereas the Ark of God in the days of Ddvid was 
in a wandring condition, fometime drawn with Oxen 
and (bmetime with Kine, Solomon built it a houfe^ and 
direded the ufe of that houfe to be a houfe of Fray er^ 
which God fo gracioufly accepted that \\^ promifed) 
2 Chron. 7. 14, « J. That his eyesfbould he open dnd his edrs 
Atteut unto the prayers that were made in that flaee. How 
irrational was it then for any to complain that the former 
days were better than thefe ? A King thus fetled on his 
Throne might fcatter away all evil with his ej^e,and tura 
their low murmurings into loud Acclamations: but 
what (hall we fay ? the warm Sun breeds thefe Vipers 
and animates them as well as the (ire of Contention. 
Thefe murmurings abounded not onl^ in th« wildernefs, 
but in Canaan J a land that flowed with milk and honey> 
which they turned to gall and bitternefs by their difcoo- 
tent; they defftfed that holy land. Yea this (in prevailed 
againft our firft Parents in Paradife^ and tempted them 
by forbidden means to afpire to greater happinefs and 
more knowledge than God thought fit forthem^ and 
thereby turned P^ adi(e it felf into a Wildernefs. Yea 
thisjreftlefs luft mounted up into heaven, and made fome 
of the Angels of God Apoftates and Devils. And no 

wonder 
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wonder theo that it poflefTeth tfitoTe who only by a ialh 
of zeal transform themfelves into Angels of lights and 
makes them z6t as incarnate Devils. It was a greater 
wonder how SoUmon could (hake off thefe Vipers that (b 
faftned on his hands, and charmed them fo as they could 
not hurt him. For no fooner was Solomon removed but 
they fpit their venome in the face of B^ehoboam his Son, 
though for three ye^rs together he nf diked in the wsjs ef 
David Mi Solomon s but Jerohoam in the head of a Co- - 
venanted party upbraids the Son with the tyranny of 
his Father, i ^it^gs i a. 4. thy father made cur yokegrie- 
votUf and would impofe conditions on him, make thoio mr 
yosk lighter and we mil jerve thee^ otherwife they were 
ready to (erve him as they ferved his father David ; for 
becaufehedid not prefently gratiHe them, they iecood 
their bold remonftrance with open defiance, v.i6^ What 
portion have we in David^drc. And why in D^t/I^? but 
to (hew that they hated him the more for his fake for 
whom God loved him, even his father David. 

z. Such complaints are irrational becaufe by them 
men create troubles to themfelves and others. Their in- 
difcreet fears and precipitate adions betray them to thofe 
dangers they feektoavoidi as children in a boat which 
the^ fancy ready to fink^ on one fide, fly all to the other 
and overturn it 00 themfelvesi Tagsiojei nis dy^foiir^i^ 

fi Toiiredyi^^'^ aAAa rtSf Tres^yfi.svrwr S'oyfjLoHoLf it is not 

fo much the things we fear or (imer as our falfe opinions 
of them, whereby we torment our fel ves before our time, 
yea too many vex and difquiet themfelves for thofe things 
for which they (hould rather re^yce and be thankful. 
Thus was Cain troubled that his brothers facrifice was 
better accepted. And Jofefhs brethren repined at his pre- 
ferment. We call evil good and good evil ; and as chil* 
dren cry and grudge, if we be deayed thofe things which 
would prove our ruinet D It 
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It is our duty therefore to te£kiiit our opinions con- 
cerning the true worth and ufefulnefsof things according, 
to the word of God and right rearon;and think tliat belt 
which God fees to be fitteft for us; and when he gives 
us bread, not to tur^i it into gravel and ftones by our 
difcontent. 

3. It is irrational becaufe by a cauflefs rcfledlion da 
former^ or jealoufie of future times, we deprive our 
felves of prefent blelTings^ and catching at diadoO'S- 
tofe the fubftance. Therefore S4>lomon often commends, 
a chearfuL enjoyment of the fruit of our labours, and 
the portion God hath given us, Ecclef, 9. 7. Eat thy 
bread ivith chearfulnefiy and drink thy mne rpith a merry 
hearty for Gad norv accefteththy rp^rks. And our Saviour 
;fi[>rbids us to be folicitous for what is to come, as Solo- 
mon dothfor what is paft> Matth.6. 34. And the Apoftle 
advifethustober^/r/^/7^ mthfuch things gs we have^ and 

lb doth the Philofopher, cuffTreLaec^Ai rd Ta^pyJoL to ac- 

commode our felves to our prefent condition, and if our 
eftaieswillnotftretchto ourminds, toftoop ourminds^ 
to our eftates. Dona prsfenti^ cape Utm hora^ 

linqite futura. 

4. It is irrationali becaufe if our coBdition be. bad,, 
this is a certain mean to make it worfe. It is like the 
calling out Devils by EeeUeM, a conjuring up fuch* 
evil fpirits as we have not power toconfine or put down 
again. When men grow weary of the long continued" 
mercies of God> and loath Manna^ it is juft with God 
while the meat is yet in our mouths, to pour his wrath 
upon our h^ads, aadteacb us to know the worth of his 
bleffingsbythe wa^nt of tiiem. God hath exemplarily 
punifhed unthankful murmurers with extraordinary, 
judgements, that all majf hear and fear and dano more fo 
miikedly.. ThemuriQurmg Kiraelitte Ai^tl^roughf np an 
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evil report u^h the U»d, dyed by the fUgae before the Lord, 
Ni^mb, 14. yj. Others of them fettled by the de fir oyer ^ 

I Cor^ lo.io. And thofe in i^Z/#«^^. if. 18. who having 
Manna enough to eat, murmured and rvept in the ears of 
ihehordj faying, WhofbaU give wflefbto eatl for it rpds 
TPfellmthusinBgyPt. 7he Lord gave them flefb to est tilt 
it CAme forth at their rfo fir ils, v. 20. becaufe they defpifed 
the Lord that rpos among them, atfd rvept before hm fayi^gj 
H hj came rve out of Egypt ? And for the punifhment of i,-uMki6. 
Corah^ and fuch as murmured againft Mofes and Jar on ^ iz/ 
the Lord created anewjudgmenr, for the earth opened 
her mouth and fwallowed them up. And that people 
were not purged from that fin till they were utterly de- 
flroyed, as it was threatned, Deut. x%. 47>48. Because 
thou fervedjl not the Lord thy God mthjoyfninefs andgiad* 
nefs of heart for the abundance of all things : therefore thou 
/halt ferve thy enemies which the Lord /ball fend againfi 
thee^ in hunger and in thirftj and in nakednefs, and in want 
of all things J and he (ball put a yoke of iron on thy neck 
pntil he have defiroyed thee. 

5. Tc is irrational, becaufe they complain firft and 
men: who have leaft reafon. Many a good man who in 
Davids days had fuffcred the lofs of alii and came oft 
only with their lives and (bme marks of their I^oyaUy 
in their bodies andeftates^ were abundantly fatisHed to 
fee the King returned in Peace, and the Ark of God 
(etied inthe.beauty bfholinefs, could fay "with Mephi* 
bofbeth, Let them take all for as muchao my Lord the King ^•^^'"•*9» 
is come to his houfe in peace, and were found faithful and 
peaceable in the Land, They wereihe murmurers who 
as Ziba, Sauls fervant, had made themfelves great with 
the fpoils of the Crown and Church iands,but were made 
to refund a part of it. Though they ftill enjoyed not 
only the pubiick bleflings of peace and plenty, and a 
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rich trade, and were received not onty ta mercy But 
into favour, and did partake of the Wealthy and Ho* 
nourable Offices of the Nation> equally, if not beyond 
there that had better deferved them, did yet think them- 
felves not duly rewarded, (as in truth they were not) 
and on all occafions reproached the ibotfteps of Gods 
anointed^ and did notonly turn their backs on the Ot- 
dinances of the King, but lift up their heels againft the 
Ordinancesof GodaMb. « 

6. It is unreafonable to murmur tfnd repine at thofe 
things in others which they pradlifed and allowed in^ 
themfelves* They complained that Sokmm chaftifed" 
them with Rods, when they wounded him with Scor^ 
pions.- They accufed him for endeavouring to rule by 
an Arbitrary power, though he governed himfelf accord" 
ing to the known Laws of God and the Nation^ and 
often relaxed the feirerity and fufpended the execution of 
theih, while they lived in^a bold contempt and viola* 
tion of them all Great cries wereraifed sugainft the 
Oath of God. and the King, and againft Uni^rmity ta 
the Temple Woribip; when^hey thought they were all 
injgaged by JeroyoamiCovtntnt, to bring all within the 
Kings Dominions to aa Uniformity according to hi§ 
Directory for Worfliip. A Toleration was thought in* 
tolerable^ when J^r^^MMi had fet up his Calves, and he 
bimfelf burnt Incenfe and made Priefts of the loweft of 
the people, left the Kingdom (bould return ta the houfe 
of Ddvid ( for the true woribip of God would redlice 

**• **• them ta obedience to their lawful King; ) But under 
% j^Mfi the Temple fervice a Toleration is pleaded for as necefla^ 

f*.»a. j^y fof the eafe and liberty of the people, and if it be de* 
nycd, they complain of Tyranny and Perfecutioai when 
by this means Jeroboam and a few difTenters under him 
deluded the people, and . making them believe that he 

and, 
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and his Calves were the Gods that brought them out of ^ ^g 
i^j^pt, led them direftly thither^ and betrayed them ^' 
to chat abominable Idolatry. So that in truth the In- 
dulgence which was granted them did produce more 
mitehief than all the punifhments inflided by Solomon^ 
"which they cauflefly called perfecution. Wherefore tho{$ 
drt hexcMfdlfU Oman rphever thon art ihn judge ft ^ for 
wherein ihon judgefi another thou eondemneft thyjelf feeing 
thorn doS the fame ( or worfe ) things : jind ( though 
thou eUrape the judgment of man^ yet ) think not that 
thoufbaU efeafe the judgment of God, Rom. 2. r, ^ 3. 

7. What is more unreafonable than for men to take oc^ 
eauon to growmore troublcfome from thofe thingswhich^ 
fhould quiet themias dtfcontented fpitits are wont to do ?• 
Let favour be (hewed to the wicked> and he is the more 
bold and prefumptuous. They turn the grace of God^ 
and the King too into wantonnefs. Every indulgence 
^ as to froward children j makes them more pettiih apd* 
infolenty every conceffion and yielding is ufedas a ftep« 
jbr them to afcend^ higher and prefs forward until they. 
|;et uppermoft; The craving humor increafeth by be- 
ing fed> and with Solomons horfe-leech thy cry Give; 
Give, though they have fwallowed fo much that they are 
ready to burfl*. Never was any thing in the world (6 
well efhbli(hedt but there were feme envious men that 
found fault within 

Laftly,. It is irrational; becaufeit is an incurable eviL. 
It is opprobrium medicorum, fuch a plague of the heart as 
the beft* State Phy (icians^have not been able to cure. It 
will not admit a platfteror a medicine to be applied to ir^ 
This evil fpirit though it be not dumb, yet is it fo deaf, 
that it will not hear the voice of any Charmer though 
he charm never fo wifely. Neither the mercies nor jucJg^*- 
ncats^^f . Godi nor the meeknefs nor miracles of"Mojes> 
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could convince the murmuring IfraeJites. And when 
fome of them faw Corah and his company fwallowed up 
of the earth, yecas if there had been a tranffinigratioa 
of their Souls in;o their Survivors^ the next morning 
they murmur again, faying. Ye have (lain the people 
of the Lord. The worft fort of Spirits that we read of, 
might be cad out by Prayer and Fafliog s but this kind 
can fail: and pray^ and feemingly reform and f^veep and 
garni(h the houfe^ and then admit feven worfe than i% 
lelf, and at the end is worfe than in the beginning. Tho 
Scripture compares this murmuring and rebellious fpiric 
to the fin of Witchcraft which is ieldom reclaimed to a 
pious or (bber temperi for like m^ in a Confumptioa 
they feem pleafed with the d^(eafe> and as JoMh they 
think they do welt to be angry with God himfelf, 
which is the next particular, it is not only irrational 

but irreligious. 

F^rfl, becaufe the(e men make lyes their refuge^ and 
fcek to hide their fin under falfe .pretences ; for 
it were eafie to pro vd that no times before Solomon were 
fo profperous as his. Though Duvid his Father w^as a 
man after Gods own heart, yet neither he nor the Ark 
of God could find a reft ing place. It was yet worfe in 
the days of SauI^ between whom and the houfeof /^4* 
vid there was continual war h and before that in the 
days of 5tf^i»r/ when God himfelf was their King, w* 
find that they rejcded not 5#w«r/only^butGod himfelf. 
And in the times of At^Archj \^\\tti there was no King in 
Ifrdel^ there was no peace to him that went out> or to 
him that came in, but every man did what feemed good 
in his own eyes. Before this how long did God bear 
with the murmuring Ifrae/ites^ not in the wddernefs 
only under Mofej the meekefl: man upon Earth, and Jdr 
ro/j the Saint of the Lord; but itiLdMd^ againft God 

him- 
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Bimfclf. And from the beginning Ci/^P dew ifW, andfo 
it will be to the end of the world. So that it was a 
falfe pretence that th^ former days were better than 
Sohmons. 

1. It was irreligious^ becaufe Religion teacheth us 
with all thankfulnefs to acknowledge the blcffings of 
God and to fay with Jacol^^ Jam lefsthan the leaftof all 
thy mercies^ and not to undervalue them, andexpoftu- 
hte with God why am I thus? and what is the caufc? 
as if the Almighty had not rewarded us according to our 
deferts, or ought to do nothing but what our reafon ap- 
proves of They obght to have confidered how happy 
they might have been under fuch a King, the Son of 
fuch a Father, uponwhomCod hadfet fuch Signatures 
of hisown wifdom, Clemency and juftice, whom God 
made his JedidUh from his birth, and appeared more 
than once or twice in many wonderful deliverances of 
him againft the Confpiracies of Jerobodm, the difcoii- 
tQiiXSoiJoabj Ahiathar and Shimci who went to G^/)^- 
to confer with fugitives and tmbroil the kingdom again.. 
If we read of Solomvm faults we read of his repentance^ 
alfo, this Book of Etclef. being a record of his Peniten- 
rials. So.tliat indeed the greateft caufe of Evil in his 
later days was the Hbeitinifm of fortiewha Ilfcefohs of 
J3^/i4/ would indure no yoak nor werefatisfied till they 
had got an Indulgence, and were more unfatisfied after- 
they had it. Hpw niuch Better had it been fof rfieni 
while the true Religion and pubRckpeace were iA ifafety,. 
to have been humble and thankftiltb<jdd^'«d the Kirig,^ 
to reform their own iniquities and to toourn in fecret for 
the Vaitities of the Court ? ■ » - 

5. \^ Solomons d^^shzA been as bad as the fins of thefe 
men deferved, yet were it a point of piety tpfubniit^fd 
the mighty hana of God and bear his indigpatieft; Tbi^ 
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was Solomons prefcript approved by Ood himielfy % Chrm. 
6.^^f&€. IfthefeofU flee before their enemies^ if there 
be j Amine or fefiiUnce. Wliat is to be done ? furely not 
as they did in the Prophet, Jer. 8. lo. who did fret 
themfelvesand curfe God and the King, and look up- 
ward) as if they would be revenged on all that were 
above them^ but every man ihould ftdrch onifhefUgue of 

his own heart dnd repent j dndmakf hit /npflicstion in Gods 
houfe faying^ I have finned and done ferverfy^ and commit- 
ted intqnitjy and then God promifed to hesr their fr dyers ^ 

pr J to forgive their fins dnd heal their land. Thus did King 
David in his diftrefs> he faw the hand of God in itf dnd 
opened not hit month beeanfe it vqos the hords doing ; and 

I Kings with this God quieted the men of Jndah and Benjamin 

"•24. in the cafe of Jeroboam i this thing is from me. And 

though they did not think fo of King S^/^ffliM, yet they 

ought to think that God was wife enough to difpofe of 

all things for the good of his Church and people, 

God and his Vicegerents have their Arcana imperii 
not to be rafhly^enfured or curioufly inquired into. We 
ihould do our duty and leave the conduft of publick af- 
fairs to God whofe Providence Qver-rules all| and it is 
much better that things (bould be as God would have 
them than as we would^ fof he adis all towards wife and 
gracious ends, to which though humane anions like the 
lower Spheres have a contrary tendency of their own, 
yet the firil mover makes them all tend to his decrees 
who brings order out of Confufion, and all whofe ways 
are mef cy and truth to them that keep his Covenant* 

Non efi jndicdttdnm deoperibns Dei ante qnintum a0nm, we 

are ftiort-fighted and cannot fee to the end of Gods works 
whidi are begun in (ecret> & (bmetime carried on by con- 
trary means, by weak and divers agents>but he knows 
how to btiag light out of darknefs and harmony out of dif- 

cordi 
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cordf ftod all his {wovidences fhaii tnd in Holioefs and 
beaoty too. This is that which SoUmo/^ obferved, Ec* 
clef. I. II. Gedbdtkmifjdi evttj thingbtMtifd m its fed- 
pn^^ when it comes to its perfedion. Some may think' 
there is noneceffityof Thuader and Lightnings Storms 
and Tempefts> Frofts and Cold^ yet thefe contribute to 
thecleanung of the Air> the health of our bodies and 
the fruitfulnefs of the year,as much as calm and Sun-fhine 
days. In checker-work the variety of black and white 
adds to the beauty ; and (bme works of Providence like 
the Chi^ veflels, are wrought and perfedied in the 
bowels of the earth and require an age tor their Perfedi- 
otix but then they come forth fo tranfpatent that every 
one that oonfiders them may fay, Ihis is the Lords doings 
amd it is msrveUous in our eyes. 

4. It is irreligious, as being the ready way to deftroy 
Religion^ and if that be ruined, we may write Ichdbod 
on all things elfe. And this is not more eafily deftroyed 
than by our murmurings and contentions about it ; this 
Dove cannot fall but by a dart feathered from her own 
wing. The little Foxes within that undermine the 
Hedge of Difciplioe, make way for the wild Boar to 
break in and root up our pleafant Vines. 'Tis our 
crumbling into little factions under pretence of Religion, 
that expoleth us to the enemies of it. If the dangers we 
fear could but make us unite^ our Union would make us 
fafe againftall the attempts of our common ad verfaries. 

$. It is a tempting and provoking of God in a fiigh 
degree tococoplainof thofeevilsi whofe caufes and re- 
medies are in our own power. But while we complain 
of them with our lips» we draw them down with both 
our hands. This is to do as the Jevps who cryed out 
Venient Romavi^ while they were Crucifying the Prince 
of Peacci and fo made way for thofe RemM Armies that 
brought a perpetual defolatioa on them. If we only 
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fttakein ou^e^rag»aff^I^x¥)*<^ uift^ of tUtkingnpt 
the>reftdies m\\ ialarge them hf ajafWtling wkh fuctt^ 
as are more ready aod skilful co do ic. thacr our {elve^^ 
Uiac Ko»A0 Eagle may make t pn^of Qs, all. But ifi ti^ 
Cod hath, (bunded us- upon a (iqcki: and tsooipafied tts- 
about with his Salvation asMr)th Walk aad Bulwork^r 
we would j^e as J^rufakftt, a people at. unity.aflCioflg our 
fiblvjin ; ^f asSt. Paiti adviieeb, "WC would doout duties 
m Ciod and the King wkhoKt fhunnticings and difpa<^ 
uo'gs> thofe proud Wav^ thatDtapofe themfelves tKrduld' 
be daiht in pieces a^ hitherto they have beeo;, and aiiir 
ther the gates of R^mf nor.of. H«U prevail againft. us. 

Lafily, It;is irreljgipi^i bcoaiuleiodeflxojsthe whde. 
Analogy of- Chriilian Faith> i^{ refia^ o^Gods l^vi- 
dencei as ifhe wanted VVifdom or Goodnefs to Oov^ili 
the worlds and iets their mouths agaioft Hcann^ as 
that proud Mfohfiuyfho Olid of thd Ctcadon, t^a&if he 
bad been prefent he could hate; difpofed of things in & 
better method. It undermines the foundadon of alF 
Gbverfinient in Church and State aod Finliiieff; if m^ 
riorsdiould be allowed to qiieflioa the Coflunands dnd 
A<^ions of their Superiors ; it makes! thofe Chrillitn^ 
graces of meeknefs) patience and obedience, wlucbard. 
injoy ned to wards evil Cbveraoiits^ i^pdfflble. It robs 
the Soul of' th^t tranquillity and peao^ which it m^ht. 
have by refigning it felf to Cipd in. well-doing,. The ipi- 
rit of gicaceand peaee will not eater into a difcontented 
I i^ngt ipirit. (f«di veas mP kt-tJk earJhfintie tr tht i»kiflm(tdf . 
*Nmb' ^' '» '^'7^^^ "^^^^i i^i^ t^« fedate.and efaearfol Soul. , 
i/"^. And there fore M^fei jsatls the murmuring l^iues^ fin^. 
ners ag^ipft their^owtv Souls, (. i. f. againft cfaeir peace 
and comforts of thsif life. ) Tm Scrpentivill devour the 
bove» iuid thefe meager thoughts> \\l» PkMrMohs, lean. 
I^ne, eat up bett» thbvq|ht8 and afledions*. To a mur« 
mDringSouL*\v'£^ct9i will DOC enter*. Andiaaword, it 

would 
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would make the ChrifUan Religion to ftink among the 
leathen.: and therefore thou doft not wiiely to inquire 
after fuch things. 

I have now finished my Dlfcourfeon the Text, and if 
my hearers will but apply the things fpoKen of Solomons 
Kingdom to our own, as every ordinary cajpacity may 
doj there needs no other Application. I (hall end there- 
fore as I begun, Ne dicasy Say not tliou a confederacy 
to them that fay a confederj^cy to thee, be not. allured 
by their promifes, nor affrighted by their threats,for their 
feet are fwift to (bed bloud, deftrudion and mifefy are in> 
their ways^ the way of peace they have not known, and ' 
there is no fear of God before their eyesi Learn wcx)f the 
monoUfachAf in Da^vids days,who hddunderfiMdittgoftbe , ^j^, 
times jtp kmm rvhat Ifrael ought to dc^ Fear God and Honour 11.32/ 
die King, and meddle not with them that are givento^^^^ 
change : but leave the Adminiftration of publick affairs, jifhitrium 
and the care of Succeffion of Crowns and Kingdoms to ?|^*' ^Y^ 
6od and our Superiors, who are more concerned in them f^^i 
and will provide better for them than wecan dcu. Let us Giork^, 
fee bounds to ouf Paflions by Rea(bn>to om^Fears and jea« 
loufies by Religion,taour Errors by Truth/to our Schifm 
by Charity and an unanimous confent in the Worfliip of • 
God, and to our Murmur ings by a cheerful improvement 
ofthebleffings we enjoy: that the voice of the Turtle- 
may be heard in our Land, even Praifes to our God for the 
wonderful mercies of This day, and for the continuance: 
ofthem. Prayers for our King in the vi^ords of Solomons 
SubjedSri Kings 2:66. The Lord make tbenAmeofSAomow^ 
bttter th€n the name i/David, and his thrcne greater than ^ 
the throne of 'Dzv\A\ and they went to their tents joyful and 
glad of heart for all thegoodnefs that God had done for^ Solo^- 
xaon hisfervAat^Andfor Israel his feofle^ Ameo^ 
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